[Surgery of gastric cancer in patients older than 70 years (author's transl)].
In this study it is reported about operative mortality and long-term results of surgery of gastric carcinoma in patients over the age of 70 years. The operative mortality in 50 patients with a distal partial gastrectomy was 16%, the mortality in 24 patients with total gastrectomy was 33.3% and in 14 patients with a proximal gastrectomy the mortality was 28%. The main cause of death (40%) was a pneumonia. There was no correlation between frequency of pneumonia and preoperative results of measurement of lung function. Only advanced arteriosclerotic disease in the heart and brain has a fatal influence on mortality rate. In the old patients the long-term results are determined by the staging of the tumor at the time of operation, too. In the 60 patients, who had left the hospital and who are in our control, the half year survival rate was 78.3%, the 1-year survival rate was 58.3% and the 2-years survival rate is exceeding 41.6%. 14 patients of the 17, who are still alive and who are after 2 1/2 years again explored, are in a very good condition. In comparison with the literature it is to conclude that for the indication to surgery of gastric carcinoma there is important not only the real age of the patient but rather the biological and mental condition of the patient.